BIRDLIFE SUNSHINE COAST 2026
SECOND HALF YEAR PROGRAMME
BirdLife Australia Sunshine Coast acknowledges the Kabi Kabi and Jinibara Peoples as the Traditional Custodians of the Sunshine Coast and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging.
🌿 CALENDAR IN BRIEF – OUTINGS
July
· Saturday 18 July — Beginner's Bird Walk — Wappa Dam — Russell McGregor
· Wednesday 29 July — Beginner's Bird Walk — Park Lakes, Bli Bli — Ken Cross
August
· Saturday 15 August — Lake Walk at Meridan Plains — Robyn Combes
· Wednesday 19 August — Kenilworth Sewerage Ponds and Surrounds — Russell McGregor
September
· Wednesday 9 September — Quanda Park, Coolum — Gazanddeb Quirk
· Saturday 26 September — Toorbul — Robyn Combes
October
· Saturday 10 October — eBird October Big Day 2026 — Steve and Carol Popple
· Wednesday 21 October — Tewantin National Park (Ringtail Creek Section, Trail 4) — Annette Schuetz
November
· Saturday 14 November — East Weyba Section of Noosa National Park — Russ Lamb
· Wednesday 25 November — Bellavista Ponds, Caloundra — Rod Kerr
December
· Saturday 5 December — Christmas Break-up — Mapleton Area and Mapleton Men's Shed BBQ — Ken Cross 
· Wednesday 16 December — Ewen Maddock Dam — Russell McGregor
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🍺 BIRDLIFE CHATS – 2026
Venue: Sands Tavern, Maroochydore
Time:
· 6:00 pm — Arrival
· 6:30 pm — Dinner 
· Approximately 7:30 pm — Presentation begins
· Finish before 9:00 pm
Talks generally run for 45–60 minutes, including questions.
[image: ]Guest Speakers
Wednesday 29 July
Ken Cross
Birds and Birding in East Africa
Wednesday 21 October
Steve Popple
Birding Madagascar
Wednesday 18 November
Carol Popple
Birding Brazil

If you have any bird-related topics or suggestions for future BirdLife Chats, please contact Convenor Ken Cross at:   friarbird43@bigpond.com

BIRDS AND BIRDING SUNSHINE COAST 2026 is on Facebook!

CALENDAR IN DETAIL – OUTINGS

Saturday 18 July Beginner's Bird Walk — Wappa Dam
Leader: Russell McGregor russell.mcgregor@jcu.edu.au 
Meet: Car park adjacent to the toilet block.
Time: 8:00 am – 10:00 am     10:00 am bird call and morning tea.
Facilities: Toilets on site.
Highlights: Lakeside birding combined with forest edge habitat. Expect to see Great Crested Grebe, Cotton Pygmy Goose, White-breasted Sea Eagle and a variety of common wetland species. A good range of woodland birds should also be encountered.
This is an ideal outing for newer birdwatchers, so please consider bringing friends or family who may be interested in taking up birding.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.
⚠ NOTE WINTER TIMES
Wednesday 29 July Beginner's Bird Walk — Park Lakes, Bli Bli
Leader: Ken Cross friarbird43@bigpond.com 
Meet: Car park adjacent to the sports field, Park Lakes, Bli Bli.
Time: 8:00 am – 10:00 am 10:00 am bird call and morning tea.
Facilities: No toilets on site.
Highlights: Birding around a network of artificial wetlands, re-vegetation plantings and accessible remnant bushland.
Expect a wide range of honeyeaters including: Lewin's Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, Scarlet Honeyeater, White-cheeked Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, Dusky Honeyeater. Other likely species include Little Wattlebird and the local friarbirds.
More than 60 species are possible during this outing.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.
⚠ NOTE WINTER TIMES
Saturday 15 August Lake Walk at Meridan Plains
Leader: Robyn Combes  robyn.combes62@gmail.com 
Meet: From Parklands Boulevard, Meridan Plains, turn onto Meridan Way. Continue for approximately 1.8 km until the sealed road bends left and becomes Rainforest Drive. Follow Rainforest Drive for a further 580 metres to the pump station on the right. Please Park on the left-hand side of the road.
Please note: If you find yourself on a gravel road, you have gone too far. There is an easy fence to climb through followed by a short sloping walk to the dam wall, after which the walk is flat. This site is a SEQ Water private property, we have been given permission to enter the property for this birdwalk. Otherwise it is not open to the public.
There is no access from the Kawana Forest section of Meridan Plains.
Time: 8:00 am – 10:00 am 10:00 am bird call and morning tea.
Facilities: No toilets on site.
Nearest public toilets are approximately six minutes away:
· Aldi / Parklands Tavern precinct off Parklands Boulevard, or
· Rebecca Street Park, accessed via Hayman Lane.
Highlights: A pleasant circuit around the lake and surrounding bushland. Expect Black Swans and a variety of waterbirds together with numerous woodland and forest species around the perimeter vegetation.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.
⚠ NOTE WINTER TIMES
Wednesday 19 August Kenilworth Sewerage Ponds and Surrounds
Leader: Russell McGregor russell.mcgregor@jcu.edu.au
Meet: At the gates of the sewage treatment plant, Cambroon Lane, Kenilworth.
Time: 8:00 am – 10:00 am 10:00 am bird call and morning tea.
Facilities: Nearest public toilets are located in Elizabeth Street, Kenilworth.
Highlights: One of the Sunshine Coast's outstanding birding sites, combining wetlands, rainforest and open eucalypt forest.
Likely species include: Buff-banded Rail, White-throated Gerygone, White-naped Honeyeater, Eastern Shrike-tit, Spectacled Monarch, Little Lorikeet, Grey Goshawk & Pacific Baza.
The route includes some short, steep dirt sections but is mostly easy walking.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.
⚠ NOTE WINTER TIMES
Wednesday 9 September Quanda Park, Coolum
Leader: Gazanddeb Quirk gazanddeb@gmail.com 
Meet: Quanda Road, Coolum Industrial Estate.
Gather at the wetland between Carter's Transport and the Sunshine Coast Model Flyers.
Time: 7:00 am – 9:00 am    Bird call and morning tea to follow.
Highlights: An enjoyable wetland and bushland outing with opportunities to observe a variety of waterbirds and local woodland species.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.
Saturday 26 September Toorbul
Leader: Robyn Combes  robyn.combes62@gmail.com
Meet: Toorbul Shorebird Roost Southern end of Toorbul Esplanade.
Time: 3:00 pm   Bird call at approximately 5:00 pm, coinciding with the high tide.
⚠ NOTE DIFFERENT TIME
Facilities: Public toilets are available on the esplanade adjacent to the general store.
Highlights: The afternoon timing has been selected to coincide with both the tides and the best light conditions for observing migratory waders and other estuarine birds.
Bush birds are also present in the surrounding habitats.
After birding, members may wish to enjoy fish and chips or a burger from the local takeaway.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.



Saturday 10 October eBird October Big Day 2026
Co-ordinators: Steve and Carol Popple  bushescapes@bigpond.com   04999 44233
Meet: Picnic Shelter off Parklakes Drive, Bli Bli. Just past Little Sprouts Learning Centre.
Starting Time: 7:00 am
Finish: Approximately 5:00 pm at the Sands Tavern.
Highlights: Join BirdLife Sunshine Coast as we participate in eBird's Global Big Day for a full day of birding and citizen science.
Members are encouraged to organise themselves into small groups of three or four, while also being willing to include individuals who may not have a group.
Each group is free to plan its own itinerary, but one of the aims of the day is to maximise the diversity of bird species recorded across the Sunshine Coast. Searching for some of our more difficult species is encouraged.
Birds may be recorded by sight or by sound, provided the identification is absolutely certain.
Pre-registration: Members are encouraged to send their eBird username to Steve Popple at:
bushescapes@bigpond.com
Participants will then receive an invitation to join the Sunshine Coast BirdLife October Big Day 2026 eBird Trip Report.
If you have never used eBird before, this is a wonderful opportunity to get started.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, water, lunch and enthusiasm!
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Wednesday 21 October Tewantin National Park
Ringtail Creek Section – Old Coach Way, Trail 4
Leader: Annette Schuetz nennmark212@gmail.com 
Meet: Old Coach Way, Ringtail Creek Section of Tewantin National Park.
Please park along Old Coach Way.
Time: 7:00 am – 10:00 am
Facilities: Nearest public toilets are located at Kookaburra Park near Lake Macdonald.
Highlights: Weather permitting, this outing follows a circuit of approximately four kilometres through attractive forest habitats that form part of the Noosa Trail Network.
Expect a good variety of local woodland and forest birds while enjoying one of the Sunshine Coast's beautiful walking tracks.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.

Saturday 14 November
East Weyba Section of Noosa National Park
Marcus Beach to Lake Weyba
Leader: Russ Lamb lambrk49@yahoo.com.au 
Meet: Hawthorn Park, 43 Hawthorn Grove, Marcus Beach.
Please be considerate when parking and do not block local driveways.
Time: 7:00 am – 10:00 am
Facilities: Nearest public toilets are approximately four kilometres away at Peregian Beach Park.
Highlights: A walk through classic wallum heathland and melaleuca woodland, continuing to the Marcus High Dunes.
This area is especially good for honeyeaters and other heathland specialists and provides a fascinating contrast to many of our other local birding sites.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, water, folding chair and morning tea.
Wednesday 25 November Bellavista Ponds, Caloundra
Canavan Gracie Recreational Park
Leader: Rod Kerr kerr-family@bigpond.com 
Meet: Bellvista Meeting Place Car Park, Lomond Crescent, Caloundra West.
Time: 7:00 am – 9:00am
Facilities: Limited parking (approximately 12 spaces) with additional parking available in nearby streets.
Highlights: A popular local birding site featuring several ponds with a variety of waterbirds together with developing native plantings that are attracting increasing numbers of woodland birds. A pleasant and accessible outing suitable for birders of all experience levels.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.
Saturday 5 December Christmas Break-up
Mapleton Area and Mapleton Men's Shed Breakfast BBQ
Leaders: Ken Cross friarbird43@bigpond.com and Russell McGregor russell.mcgregor@jcu.edu.au
Meet: Trailhead for Gheerulla Falls, Delicia Road, Mapleton.
Time: 7:00 am – 10:00 am
Bird call and breakfast at the Mapleton Men's Shed, located at the start of Delicia Road.
Facilities: Toilets available at the Men's Shed.
Highlights: A relaxed end-of-year outing featuring the popular Gheerulla Falls walk, followed by a social breakfast barbecue.
Cost is $5 per person, covering a sausage and egg sandwich, tea or coffee and the venue hire contribution.
A wonderful opportunity to celebrate the year and catch up with fellow BirdLife members.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen and insect repellent.




Wednesday 16 December Ewen Maddock Dam
Leader: Russell McGregor russell.mcgregor@jcu.edu.au
Meet: Ewen Maddock Dam, End of Kowald Road, Landsborough.
Time: 7:00 am – 9:00 am
9:00 am bird call and morning tea.
Facilities: Nearest public toilets are located at Landsborough Railway Station.
Highlights: An excellent site for both forest birds and waterbirds.
Likely species include: Variegated Fairywren, Red-backed Fairywren, Cicadabird, Striated Pardalote, Spotted Pardalote, Sacred Kingfisher, Great Egret, Plumed Egret, Comb-crested Jacana, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Eastern Shrike-tit, & Cotton Pygmy Goose
The walk follows a wide, mostly flat path and is suitable for most members.
Bring: Binoculars, camera, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, folding chair and morning tea.
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[image: ]A FINAL INVITATION
Many BirdLife members know that Ken Cross et el have  established a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to encouraging backyard nature and wildlife gardening and, through that, a wider appreciation of biodiversity.
We would love you to join us financially!
Please look us up on the internet and join our Facebook community.
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