Melbourne Birdlife weekday outings program 2026 V1
Co-ordinator – Phillip – 0403 683 298

General information. 
Outings will always be on Mondays, Tuesdays, or Wednesdays and will usually start at 10.00am.  Exceptions are noted with the relevant outing summary. Outings will not go ahead on Total Fire Ban days. Please note that outings may be subject to minor changes or additions nearer the day, but the first meeting point and time will remain the same. The Birdlife website can be checked for up-to-date outing details in the month it is scheduled.  
Location names are followed by a Google Maps Plus Code and locality which must be used together, and a Melway Map Reference. For most locations a written description of approach roads is also given. These refer to the roads close to the Location and generally assume you are coming from central Melbourne.
Bring Water, Snacks or Lunch, Binoculars, Sunscreen, and a hat. Not all locations will have picnic facilities or toilet facilities, so a camp chair of some description may prove useful, along with a toilet stop en route. Sturdy closed-in footwear and long sleeves are recommended for all walks (As stipulated by Melbourne Water, this dress code is mandatory for any outing to the Western Treatment Plant). Tracks may be uneven, and depending on the weather may be muddy and slippery.  Snakes are clearly a risk in warmer months but may be about at any time in some locations. You may encounter leeches in wetter areas. Flies, mosquitoes and ticks may also attend some of these locations. Check special Notes for each walk for further information. 
Outing information.
Wed Feb 11th. 10.00am – 3pm. Peter Murphy. Bunyip State Park.
Plus Code: 2H8v+6W, Gembrook, Victoria.		Melway: Use index Map 14 R12
Leader: Peter Murphy.
How to get there: From Melbourne you can approach via Wellington Road through Clematis and Gembrook or via the M1 and Tynong North. We will meet at Mortimer Camping and Picnic Area, Triangle Road, Gembrook. From Gembrook use the Gembrook - Tonimbuk Road. From the M1 use Tynong North Road, then the Gembrook – Tonimbuk Road. Triangle Road runs northward off the Gembrook – Tonimbuk Road.
Parking: There is ample parking at the picnic ground. Toilets are available.  Group table and seats available. Lunch will be here and to maximise birding will be taken later than usual. We will start the day by travelling as a convoy (carpooling encouraged) to the nearby Buttongrass Nature Walk, Camp Road, Gembrook, as the birding is likely to be easier and better here. There are no toilets at this location, and only a small parking area. We will return to the Mortimer Picnic area for lunch and there will be options for a series of short walks after lunch. 

Wed Mar 11th. 10.00am – 3pm. Robert Grosvenor. Troups Creek.
Plus Code: X7HC+424, Hampton Park. 					 Melway 96 G5.
Leader: Robert Grosvenor.
How to get there: From the M1 take the Belgrave Hallam Road exit to the south and follow this road across the Princes Fwy and across Centre Road to the gravel layby described in the parking instruction.
Parking: Park on east side of Hallam South Rd in gravel layby adjacent to pedestrian traffic lights. Gumboot equivalents advisable. No toilets, nearest at Hampton Park shopping centre Mel 96 F8
[bookmark: _Hlk202968827]Wed Apr 1std. 10.00am – 3pm. Brian Thomas. Gordon Rolfe Reserve, Yaringa Road, Tyabb.
Plus Code: P6XP+7V9, Somerville, Vic.					Melway 149 J8
Leader: Brian Thomas
How to get there: From the M11 take exit 14 at Golf Links Road toward Baxter. At the end of this road take a right and then left turn to get onto Baxter-Tooradin Road. Follow this road for about 3km and turn right onto Dandenong-Hastings Road. Follow this road for about 4km and then turn left onto Bungower Road. At the roundabout with Tyabb-Tooradin Road take the 3rd exit onto Whitneys Road and follow this until you reach Yaringa Road on your left.
Parking: Park and meet at the entrance to the Gordon Rolfe Park. The walk will take us through the reserve and then along a road to Yaringa Boat Harbour (toilets available here).  Easy walking, although sandy and uneven in places. We will return along the road and through the reserve via a different route, and we will take a lunch break here. After lunch we will drive to Hastings Pier (Melway 154 K11) and have a look at what is around the foreshore/mudflats (toilets available here).
Wed May 13th. 10.00am – 3pm. Phillip West. Koomba Park, South Wantirna. 
Plus Code: 46R5+WPR, Wantirna, Vic.					Melway:63 C8.
Leader: Phillip West
How to get there: From the Burwood Hwy turn into Mountain Hwy and Koomba Park will be the first exit on your left.
Other Detail. No toilets here midweek. Nearest at Bunnings on Burwood Hwy. This will be an out and back walk with some small deviations on the return leg. Depending on how we go for time we might drive a short distance to Bushy Park for an afternoon walk. Lunch location will depend on timing.
Wed Jun 17th 10.00am – 3pm. Maarten Grabandt. Plenty Gorge, Yellow Gum Park.
Plus Code: 83HQ+RXG Plenty, Vic.					Melway: 10 F5.
Leader: Maarten Grabandt
How to get there: Approach via Memorial Drive, Plenty, Vic., and then turn left onto Goldsworthy Lane, and follow to the Blue Lake Car Park.
Other Detail. Park at the Blue Lake car park. Our first walk will be around the lake. Toilets available here and picnic facilities for our lunch break. After lunch we will take a second walk to the east of the lake car park.
Wed Jul 15th. 10.00am – 3pm. Claire Kelly.  Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary (La Trobe Bundoora) and Gresswell Forest (Macleod)
Plus Code: Wildlife Sanctuary: 73M2+F6 Bundoora, Victoria. Greenwood Reserve: 73RF+R6 Macleod, Victoria
Melway: Wildlife Sanctuary: 19 G5. Greenwood Reserve: 20 B3.
Leader: Claire Kelly
How to get there: Nangak Tamboree is on La Trobe University's Bundoora campus. From Plenty Road turn into Main Drive and follow the signs to the wildlife sanctuary and nursery. Park in the carpark. For Gresswell Forest, please be careful as this reserve is part of a complex of connected sites, all with similar names. We will access it from Greenwood Reserve, off Greenwood Drive in Macleod. There is a very small carpark here; otherwise, it is street parking. 
Other detail: Group limit 25. Attendance by online registration only to enable management of numbers. We’ll meet in the sanctuary carpark and wait for the gates to be opened at 10am. Toilets are inside the gates and will be our first stop. Entry is by donation so please bring spare change if you can manage it. There are three resident emus who may investigate us but are used to visitors. We’ll be accompanied by a guide from the sanctuary. 
After 2–3 hours at the sanctuary we’ll drive 8 minutes to Gresswell Forest for lunch and a walk. There are basic toilets here.
Wed Aug 19th. 10.00am – 3pm. Clancy Benson. Brimbank Park, Keilor.
Plus Code: 7R8J+PR5, Keilor Park.					Melway: 14 H10
Leader: Clancy Benson
How to get there: For those travelling from further away, Keilor Park Drive is accessible from the M79 Calder Freeway or the M80 Ring Road. Turn into the Brimbank Park entrance off Keilor Park Drive at Keilor East (Plus Code 7R8X+6XR). Follow Brimbank Drive down for approx. 1.4km and turn LEFT into Park Drive. Follow signs to Carpark C, using Park Drive for approx. 800m.
Other Detail. Toilets are available. We will have lunch in the carpark area. The walk is mostly on roads or maintained tracks. The track is mostly flat, but there are some hills on our path. Depending on timing and group preferences, a second shorter walk may be an option after lunch.



Wed Sep 16th. 10.00am – 3pm.  Jane Furphy. Organ Pipes NP, Organ Pipes Road, Keilor North.
Plus Code: 8QM8+28C Keilor North, Victoria.				Melway: 3 C4.
Leader: Jane Furphy
How to get there: From the Calder Highway turn into Organ Pipes Road and follow this to the car parking area. Lunch will be up here but to maximise birding time will be taken later than usual. Toilets available.
Other Detail. The walk down into the gorge is steep so the climb back up might be strenuous for some.
Tue Oct 20th – Wed Oct 21st. 2 Day. Phillip West et al. Location to be advised.
	Walk 1 day 1 2.30pm – 6pm
	Walk 2 Day 2 9.00am – 1pm.
	Walk 3 Day 2 2.00pm – 5pm. (Optional - for those staying over or returning late in the day)
Wed Nov 18th. 10.00am – 3pm. Gina Hopkins. Western Treatment Plant, Werribee. 
	Plus Code 2G4J+9Q9 Point Wilson, Victoria             			    Melway X911 G5.
Leader: Gina Hopkins. 
Group limit 20 including permit holders. Attendance by online registration only to enable management of numbers. Meet 10.00am at Point Wilson Road/Paradise Road intersection. Carpool from here. To avoid a long queue of cars within the site and make it easier to pull over and exit vehicles where desirable, a maximum of 5 cars with 4 pp/car will be adopted. Scopes useful.
Toilets at the start location only.
Wed Dec 9th. 10.00am – 3pm. Phillip West. Bayside walk Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary 
Plus Code 224J+V5C Beaumaris, Victoria.				Melway 86 C9.
Leader: Phillip West.
How to get there: We will meet at Ricketts Point and walk towards Black Rock and return to Ricketts Point for lunch. We will make the turnaround based on a morning walk of about 2.5 Hrs. After lunch we will make a short drive to investigate two small reserves in this area. Please note that tide times may affect the order of the day. 
Other Detail. Toilets available at Ricketts Point. Parking here is metered, and costs about $6/Hr or $18 all day. Car sharing to attend is one option, but you could also look for some suburban street parking nearby and walk to the point.
