Melbourne Birdlife weekday outings program 2026 V2 August – December.
Co-ordinator – Phillip – 0403 683 298
General information. 
Outings will always be on Mondays, Tuesdays, or Wednesdays and will usually start at 10.00am.  Exceptions are noted with the relevant outing summary. Outings will not go ahead on Total Fire Ban days and may be altered or cancelled in the event of any dangerous weather conditions. Any alterations will happen nearer the day, but the first meeting point and time will remain the same. The Birdlife website can be checked for up-to-date outing details in the month it is scheduled.  Please be aware that short notice changes are by email or text. Therefore, it is always recommended to use the outing’s electronic registration form to supply your contact details.
Location names are followed by a Google Maps Plus Code and locality which must be used together, and, where applicable, a Melway Map Reference. For most locations a written description of approach roads is also given. These refer to the roads close to the Location and generally assume you are coming from central Melbourne.
Bring water, snacks or lunch, binoculars, sunscreen and a hat. Not all locations will have picnic facilities or toilet facilities, so a camp chair of some description may prove useful, plus a toilet stop along the way. Sturdy closed-in footwear and long sleeves are recommended for all walks (As stipulated by Melbourne Water, this dress code is mandatory for any outing to the Western Treatment Plant). Tracks may be uneven, and depending on the weather may be muddy or gravelly and slippery.  Snakes are clearly a risk in warmer months but may be about at any time in some locations. You may encounter leeches in wetter areas. Flies, mosquitoes and ticks may also attend some of these locations. Check special Notes for each walk for further information.
Outing information.
Wed Feb 11th. 10.00am – 3pm. Bunyip State Park. Cancelled due to weather and rescheduled 25/11/2026. 
Wed Aug 19th. 10.00am – 3pm. Brimbank Park, Keilor.
Plus Code: 7R8J+PR5, Keilor Park.					Melway: 14 H10
Leader: Clancy Benson
How to get there: For those travelling from further away, Keilor Park Drive is accessible from the M79 Calder Freeway or the M80 Ring Road. Turn into the Brimbank Park entrance off Keilor Park Drive at Keilor East (Plus Code 7R8X+6XR). Follow Brimbank Drive down for approx. 1.4km and turn LEFT into Park Drive. Follow signs to Carpark C, using Park Drive for approx. 800m.
Other Detail. Toilets are available. We will have lunch in the carpark area. The walk is mostly on roads or maintained tracks. The track is mostly flat, but there are some hills on our path. Depending on timing and group preferences, a second shorter walk may be an option after lunch.


Wed Sep 16th. 10.00am – 3pm.  Organ Pipes NP, Organ Pipes Road, Keilor North.
Plus Code: 8QM8+28C Keilor North, Victoria.				Melway: 3 C4.
Leader: Jane Furphy and Steve Hoptroff
How to get there: From the Calder Highway turn into Organ Pipes Road and follow this to the car parking area. Lunch will be up here but to maximise birding time will be taken later than usual. Toilets available.
Other Detail. The walk down into the gorge is steep so the climb back up might be strenuous for some.

Tue Oct 20th – Wed Oct 21st. 2 Days. Wangaratta and Warby Ranges. O/N own arrangements Wangaratta or nearby.
Leader: Phillip West and Maarten Grabandt.
Day 1 Meeting Point 2:30pm: Merriwa Park, Ryley Street, Wangaratta. Plus code J8RF+WV Wangaratta, Victoria. 
How to get there: From the Hume Highway take the Exit at C314 (Glenrowan Road) and follow as it becomes Tone Road and then Ryley Street. The entry to the park is down a right turn very soon after the ParkView Motor Inn. Toilets available at the start location.
Other Detail: We will visit 2 sites on day 1. Finishing up about 6pm we will head back to Wangaratta. A 7pm pub dinner will be booked for those who are interested. Booking details will be available closer to the day.
Site 1 day 1: 2.30pm – 4pm. Kaluna Park. Located next to Merriwa Park, we can walk parts of Merriwa Park before heading down into Kaluna Park itself for a circuit walk. After this we will carpool for the 15-minute drive to Taminick Gap Road and Nason Track. 
Site 2 day 1: 4.30pm – 6pm. Nason Track. Plus code H6R9+PQJ Wangaratta South, Victoria. Near Glenrowan this is part of the Warby-Ovens National Park. We won’t get a big list here but there is a chance to see some less common birds such as Hooded Robin, Diamond Firetail, and Turquoise Parrot.
Day 2 Meeting Point 9.00am: Forest Camp, Killawarra. Plus Code 5XG4+X6 Killawarra. 
To get here, leave Wangaratta on the road to Yarrawonga and continue as far as Boweya Road where you will turn left. Follow Boweya Road until the Camp Road turn off on the right. This turn off is easy to miss…see link for more detail… 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/SBWb17ZxtFwrVRXR8 
Here you will leave the bitumen and follow camp road to Forest Camp. The road is normally fine for 2WD vehicles. Allow 35 minutes from Wangaratta.
The morning will involve visits to 2 or 3 sites within the forest where we hope to see some spring visitors as well as resident species. We will give each site at least 20 minutes, and probably longer, guided by bird activity on the day. We will return to Forest Camp before leaving so carpooling in the interim will work best. Depending on how active the forest is and how the time is going we might head for a site near the Ovens River before returning to Wangaratta by about 1.30pm. 
Day 2 2.00pm – 4pm. (Optional - for those staying over or returning late in the day). There is no firm plan yet for the afternoon of day 2 but there will be something for those not wanting to leave after lunch. This could well depend on what target species we have left.

Wed Nov 11th. 10.00am – 3pm. Western Treatment Plant, Werribee. 
	Plus Code 2G4J+9Q9 Point Wilson, Victoria             			    Melway X911 G5.
Leader: Gina Hopkins. 
How to get there: 
Group limit 20 including permit holders. Attendance by online registration only to enable management of numbers. Scopes useful.
Toilets at the start location only. Lunch will be…
Parking:  Meet 10.00am at Point Wilson Road/Paradise Road intersection. Carpool from here. To avoid a long queue of cars within the site and make it easier to pull over and exit vehicles where desirable, a maximum of 5 cars with 4 pp/car will be adopted.

Wed Nov 25th. 10.00am – 3pm. Bunyip State Park
Plus Code: 2H8v+6W, Gembrook, Victoria.		Melway: Use index Map 14 R12
Leader: Phillip West and Maarten Grabandt.
How to get there: From Melbourne you can approach via Wellington Road through Clematis and Gembrook or via the M1 and Tynong North. We will meet at Mortimer Camping and Picnic Area, Triangle Road, Gembrook. From Gembrook use the Gembrook - Tonimbuk Road. From the M1 use Tynong North Road, then the Gembrook – Tonimbuk Road. Triangle Road runs northward off the Gembrook – Tonimbuk Road.
Parking: There is ample parking at the picnic ground. Toilets are available.  Group table and seats available. Lunch will be here and to maximise birding will be taken later than usual. We will start the day by travelling as a convoy (carpooling encouraged) to the nearby Buttongrass Nature Walk, Camp Road, Gembrook, as the birding is likely to be easier and better here. There are no toilets at this location, and only a small parking area. We will return to the Mortimer Picnic area for lunch and there will be options for a series of short walks after lunch. 
Wed Dec 9th. 10.00am – 3pm. Bayside walk Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary 
Plus Code 224J+V5C Beaumaris, Victoria.				Melway 86 C9.
Leader: Phillip West.
How to get there: We will meet at Ricketts Point (to the south (left) of the kiosk) and walk towards Black Rock and return to Ricketts Point for lunch. We will make the turnaround based on a morning walk of about 2.5 Hrs. After lunch we will make a short drive to investigate two small reserves in this area. Please note that tide times may affect the order of the day. 
Other Detail. Toilets available at Ricketts Point. 
Parking: Parking here is metered, and costs about $6/Hr or $18 all day. Car sharing to attend is one option, but you could also look for some suburban street parking nearby and walk to the point.
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